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Searches Incident to 
Arrest (Cars)

Themes for Today

Bright-Line Rules 
versus Case-by-Case 
Adjudication
Special nature of cars
Role of Probable Cause in 
searches incident to arrest?

Recap Chimel

Justice Stewart for 
Majority

Rule
Two rationales for 
search incident to arrest

Officer Safety
Preservation of evi-
dence from destruction 
or concealment

Type of Reasoning

As to Person Unclear

As to House
Some bright lines

Search of rooms other 
than the one where the 
arrest takes place not 
permitted.

Mostly case-by-case "within his immediate control"

Justice White in Dissent

They had PC and the arrest 
itself created an exigency (the 
wife).  Would have allowed 
search.
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