
Class 11: Plain View

Admin
Next Time: 297-332

Last Time
Automobile Exception

Carroll

Cars and other conveyance 
may be searched without a 
warrant in circumstances that 
would not justify search of 
home or office.
Provided PC to believe the car 
contains articles that officers are 
entitled to seize.

Chambers

Automobile exception 
applies even after car 
has been secured at the 
station house

Note 2: Coolidge Time limit to Chambers

Carney

Auto exception applies 
even with a motor home, 
not reaching hypotheti‐
cals in FN 3 about 
stationary motor homes

Note 4: Opperman
Automobile Inventory 
searches allowed when 
cars towed, seized.
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Class 11: Plain View

Last Time
Closed Containers

Chadwick

Facts

200 lb. footlocker leaking talcum 
powder tracked from San Diego 
to Boston
As soon as footlocker 
placed in open 
trunk,seized, stored at 
station, searched 1.5 
hours later.

Held unconstitutional.

Mobile...
No exigency
No search incident to 
arrest (1.5 hours later)

Unwilling to extend auto exception
Not as open to public view
Not heavily regulated
Not about transportation

Reasoning
Debate between Concur‐
ring and Dissent: 

If they waited for him to start 
the car, auto exception?
If they searched on site, search 
incident to arrest?

Also Note 9: Ross

Supremes 1982
PC that D was selling 
drugs from his trunk.
Stopped car, searched 
trunk.  Opened closed 
paper bag and opened 
it and found heroin.
Held
Reasoning

Acevedo

Supremes 1991

Facts

FedEx package with 
Marijuana tracked to 
Daza's house.

Intercepted along way.

D entered apartment, 
stayed inside for 10 
minutes, reappeared 
carrying paper bag that 
looked full "the size of 
one of the wrapped 
marijuana packages"
D placed package in 
trunk and started to 
drive away.
Police stopped him, 
opened trunk and 
opened bag, found 
marijuana.

Cal Ct. App

Held Constitutional

Reasoning
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Class 11: Plain View

Plain View

Horton
Facts

Home robbery

Machine Gun
Stun gun
Shocked, bound, hand‐
cuffed man.
Took jewelry and cash.

Warrant
Affidavit

Search D's home for:
Proceeds
Weapons

Warrant
Mentioned proceeds only
Including three specific rings

Execution of Warrant

Uzi
Revolver
Two stun guns
Handcuff key
Clothing ID'd by victim.
Officer: searching for 
rings and also interest‐
ed in other evidence.

Held
Reasoning

Hicks
Facts

Bullet fired through floor 
of D's apartment, striking 
man below.
Officers entered D's apartment to 
search for shooter, victims, 
weapons

One officer noticed two sets of 
expensive stereos

Seemed out of place
Recorded serial 
numbers
Moved some, including turntable.
HQ reported that 
turntable had been 
stolen; seized.
Later: Warrant to seize 
other components.

Held
Reasoning
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