
Class 5: Six Categories 
From Section 102

Administrative

Next Time: 167-89; 
section 101 (PGS and 
"useful article"), 102
(a), 113(a-c)

Tuesday: Most likely a new 
assignment altogether.

I'll decide this after‐
noon and post to 
website and announce 
next time.

Literary Works

Section 102(a)

Specific categories of 
works of authorship.

Specific but nonexclusive "Including"

Four defined: literary 
works, PGS, motion 
pictures and AV works, 
sound recordings
Three undefined: 
musical works, 
dramatic works, 
pantomines and 
choreographic 

Miller v. Universal City Studios

Basic Facts

Miami Herald reporter 
worked with kidnap‐
ping victim to write 
book about story

Lots of research 
involved.

Scriptwriter produced 
script based on book.
Result: Made-for-TV movie.
License attempted but 
never agreed.

District Court
Held
Reasoning

Hoehling v. Universal 
City Studios (Internal 
to Miller)

Basic to Facts

Actually, three books about 
Hindenburg disaster

Hoehling's book 
(Plaintiff's)
Mooney's book 
(licensed to Univer‐
Titler's book.

Universal produced a 
movie and H sued.

Held (2d Cir. 1980)
Reasoning
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Class 5: Six Categories 
From Section 102

Characters

Basic Rule Chad Vader
Scope of Rule

Which Characters?
L. Hand
Ninth Circuit
Bill Cosby?

How Infringed?

What happens upon 
expiration?

Note 12 (146) Hypos
Steamboat Willy: 
expires but "Fanta‐
sia" Mickey still 
under Copyright?

Musical Works and 
Sound Recordings

Copyrightable?

Fixation?

Originality?
Musical Works
Sound Recordings

Idea/Expression?
Distinction between 
MW and SR

Dramatic Works and 
Pantomines and 
Choreographic Works

Music that's part of 
Musicals raises issues 
(page 167)

Motion Pictures

Definition in section 101
Key thing to realize: 
soundtrack to movie is 
regarded as part of 
the MP work
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wGR4-SeuJ0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3a52kemJcY

